“JOCK"™ BELLAIRS.

The other day a man left the
train in Nevada, Mo, and lugging
two heavy sult cases made his way
to one of the large millinery s
in the town. He left the same #ven-
fng minus the grips. Citlzens who
noted the matter informed the au-
thorities

Investization

BY

reovealed that the

store was conducted by & woman
Busineszs had be and the
place was on the of bank-

ruptey. Just a few words of accu-
patlon and the woman exposed to
the officials the existence of an
Arson business as hrons 1d
and as cunning as any sch VEr
devized by man.

Instantly insurance companles

and police departments became very
busy. One rrrest was made Brnd
was at once given and tha man Qe
cused promptly dro ed from view
He i{s Heaing sought all over the
Tnited States that there may b

forced from him information whi
would lead to the
the real heads, the backere of the
illegal enterpri=e. Thig Is what the
business wioman sxpo#ed,

Her credit had been graduall
diminishing. She succeeded In con-
cealing thils from her home folks
and a few smal} tradezmen. Hut not
from larger creditors, whna with-
heid credit, nor from the heads of
the arsen organization She re-
celved a viglt one day from a well-
dressed man He cautlioned her

prosecution of

specinl detall consisting of two or
more men whose duty It |8 Lo |nves-

tigate fNres in conjunction with pri-
vate detective agenclas employed
by the (nsirance companies Nu-
Merous arre have heen made In

w York, Bosten, Cincinnatl, Chi-
cagn, St Louis and other places.
ARSON CASES

HARD TO RUS DOWN

n iz hard to run doawn. There
recrorded Instances of con-

H. H. Holmes ekad a good
and an easvy ond insuring
ind then bringlng about
fenths by violence. He was
in Philndelphian. The crim-

areer of Jim French, soon to
e relensed from Leavenworth Fed-

ornl Pr Legan as the head of
an arson gang. His operations were
It Mi=sour] and the running to earth
of this gang was about the first big
work ever falling to the lot of Wil-
liam J. Burns. He assisted Tom
Furlang 1 the innulrlea French
got flve vears Imprisonment These
two instance: stand almost alane,
Araon Tfor galn 1= commaon, Arson
for revensd nd arson bocause of
mania are Inslenificant compared 10
the first Investigation of arson Is

quite Interestine, according 1o a Jde-
tective who has become famed be-
cause nf Nz work in this reganl
But it 1s decided]ly methodliecal. Con-
victlon for arzon is next to impos-
5 seaquently It may be termed
a prefitahle and flourizhing industry,
The police of the great clties have

A :
_‘!, L sy _;"‘5_‘4‘

agalnst any excilement or exposure
and sgald he had come from friends
to help her out

“We have notad
down,” he zald. "We
you."

Then he asked what staek she had
on hand and how mich Insurance
she carried. He developes] that she
had Insurance ample to coaver the
amaount of stock. She owned the
building, save for a deed of Ltrust
upon; it. Then he made known to
her how she could retrieve all her
losses at one sWoop, take no chances,
and get enough ahead to start over
again or retire az she saw ft. She
was to order additlonal stock, pledg-
ing jewels, etcetera, to get it, and
to double the (nsurance. Then most
of the valuable stock would bae
eneaked out and elther stored at a
place to be selected hy her or
shipped by the arson syndicate.
When this was done the conrern ha
represented would send a man to
fira the building. She nead not be
near nor know what was happen-
ing. All she had to do was to col-
lect the Insurance and give the ar-
Eon crew G0 per cent of the net
Eain. /

The scheme appealed ta her and
she agreed. The agreement had
been carried out up to the point of
the fire. The man had hrought the
two grips for the use of the Incen-
diary and the grips were then hid-
den In a corner of the etore. They
were gelzed and were found to con-
tain oils, fuse and Inflammable sub-
stances, These were to be spread
about the store by the fire bug whao
Was to have arrived two days later

vour credit go

wint te help
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Bnd was to do all the rest.

This selzure was the nearest ap-
proach the police had ever made to-
wards the organlzed Incendlaries
Which every department knows ex-
ists. In fact, there ix In every po-
lice department of the country a

noe means of cstimating what the

QATrann iwsinees amounts to In a
year. Rut it run= up into seven fig-
1T Illinoi= {s now wrestling with

I n syndicats
follows= Is from the pen of
a setive sergeant who has been
a etudent of the subject for years

and who has been the investigator
ol over 300 firez, It glves a ¢learer
Inglght into the Industry than is pos-
¢ from a siranger to the real
WorkK.

“Incendiarism, from its motions,
may be clpz=ed into three general
kinds, for pleasure, hatred or gain.
These azmns may bo subdivided
into several smaller classes as ocea-
sion rerfulires

' ‘].h" :‘I:'.'-l
most difficult to contend with on ac-

named ‘s by far the

count of the seeming lack of motive,
the Incendiary heing some irrespon-
Eible pyromanlac who through some
prenatal Influence, or from some In-
jury or clreumstance, s impelled at
certaln times to start fires for ths
pleasure which he derives in wit-

nessing the confhgration and the
excitement whieh gensrally followa
=tad

A man recantly arr in St

Liouls after starting twa fires was

of this claxs These fires wera start-
ed In lumber yards, twenty min-
utes apart. We have counterparts

of this man In a vouth of 18, who
started twelve fires in the plant of
old St. Louls Coffin Campany, and
an employe of a carpet concern who
destroyed his emplover's store hy
the use of gunpowder and a slow
fusge which he timed s> as to enable
him to bring his family to witness
the flames which left him out of
emplayment and made his family
destitute,

“A  particolarly dangerous type
of this class Is the fellow who fre-
quently starts fires at Lls place of

employment, then makes himself
canasplecuous in subduing the Names
and effecting resduen or saving
property in hopes of recognitinn
and advancement. He (= usually a
straw boss, or other y%cod and in-
dustrious workman wnen not poa-
sessed of this mania. We know of
several of this class and manaze to
effectively hold them In check by
keeping a thorough watch on them
In co-operation with thelr emplay-
e¢rs and fellow-workmen. Many of
these unfortunate pyromanics, by
leading temperate lives and re-
fraining from all forms of exclte-
ment, have successfully mastered
themselves and conquered thelr in-
nate desires, RBut these of them
that Indulge in Intoxleants, particu-
larly the perodical drinker, will al-
ways bear watching. Much assist-
ance In such cases is given by the
famillies or relatives of tha victim,
wheo know of his weakness and act
accordingly.

DESTRUCTION BY FIRES
THROUGH AVENGERS.

"“The second genera) class i the
avenger or destrover, who through
hatred, envy, jenlousy or some Kin-
dred deeire, destroys, by fire, the life
or property of hls victlm. Fortu-

nately this class (s net very nreva-
lent in the eitles, It is only among
the lower class of negroes, foreign-
ers and the criminal class that wa
find them, Nearly every Instance
that I know of, in this class, was
dona while the perpetrator wos in a
drunken fury or in p fealous rage,
with little or no attempt at conceal-
ment. These culprits are, as a rule,
easlly apprehended, and often ad-
mit thelr gullt.

“In the rural distriets it is dif-
ficult, and It Is not an uncommon
thing to hear of a man’'s folds, or
fences, crops, stock Sbarns or dwel-
lings belng deatroyed. by fire started
by an incendlary In the night, soma-
times an entire family perishing In
the home. In cases of this kind,
when the incendiary {s not positive-
Iy known, the crime is charitably
charzed to tramps.

"The third and most prevalent
kind Is the incendlary who destroys
for gain, thanks to the kind indul-
gence of Insurance companies. in
granting him the opportunity To
such An extent has a certaln class
of merchants and keeners defraud-
ed In this respect, that a practical
knowledze of arson might be reck-
oneéd as one of thelr chi)( assets. A
dull season or Impending fallure,
will causze them to procure exces-

slve Insurance, then at a favorabla
tire when everything Is fully pre-
pared and In readiness the match
Is applied and & successful fire re-
sults

“It is surprising how minutely
the details for these fires are ar-
ranged. In brick, or ather substan-
tial bulldings, gasoline or some
other explosive, 8 generally used
to spread the flames throughout the
hullding and accelerate the destruc-
tlon of the contents. This s essen-
tial In the business and central sec-
tlons of the city, where the fire is

liable to be discovered before it
gains much headway and would

probahly be extinguished bLefors It
did any great damage. Modern
sprinkler-protected builldings are an
invaluable safeguard regalnst this
sort of arson. I know of a recent
case where elght separate fires were
started on one floor of a bullding,
simultanesusly, accompanied by
sufficient exploglves to vreck every
door and window In the pluce, The
heat and explosives set the sprink-
lers In actlon and prevented all the
firex from spreading ennugh to com-
mucicate with any of the others A
few maonths previous to this fire the
insurance on the place had been
doubled with no vislbly Increase of
stock or equipment
SUBURBAN FIRE BUG
GIETS BIG INSURANCE,

“Another type of this clags 1a thae
fellow who confines hils operations
entirely to the suburbs, usually ae-

curing an {solated frame dwelling
remote from an engine house or
atier fire protection. If convenlent
he purchases the premlses for a
moderate sum, say $1,500. Through
& dishoncst real estate man, he ne-
gotiates a bogus deed of trust for
2,000 an the property and on the
strength of this deed he readlly ob-
talng $2.500 insurance on the place.
He then places $2.000 on his furng-
ture and household goods, thls be-
ing Invariably placed with some out
of the way real ¢state agent, who In
turn has it written up hy some com-
pany he favers In tha meantime
the fire bug has moved loads of
practically valueless furniture, In-
cluding some Kind of a plann and
bed skelétons, into the place. Under
the gulse of palnting he thorough-
ly saturates the floors and woodwork
of tho bullding with some highly in-
flumimable all, or preparation=, and
in due time, during the absence of
his famlly, usuall between 1 and
2 a. m he touches it off, And all
thil remains next morning 1= the
keyhonrd of the plann. the frames
and springs of the bads. e never
uses heavy explosives as the frall
edifice would be shattored, und vis-
ibis evidence of his gullt strewn

around With the saturatien pro-
cess he s sure of his work. The
insurance adjuster promptly. pays

the hoider of the deed of trust his
§2,000 and prides himself on his
work if he compromises the other
pvolicles for §1,200. He does not

U PPER left—A typical fire

scene. Center—James
French, a type of incendi-
ary. He is one of the few
men who have been con-
victed for arson. Other
scenes shown are photo-
graphs taken by Photogra-
pher Brockmeyer, East St.
Louis, for the lllinois State
Fire Marshal, showing the
interior of a building after a
fire had been put out there.
It was alleged that oil-
soaked waste was scattered
through the building. Na
one was convicted for the.
fire, although several were
arrested.

the place.

Vented
exposed the incendiarism.

this,
about n succesaful fire.
tical buslniess of incendlarlsm Is the
product of careful trainins and ap-
plication,
ily who have grown wealithy through
arson and who have
avolded the law for the past eighteen
vears, during which time, we know
they have manipulated several suc~
cesaful fires"

know, or at least did not till lately,
that the deed of trust is held by a
trusted friend, an accomplice or a
relative of the fire bug and that the
incendlary on an outlay of $1,600,
allowing $100 for premiums and ex=
penscs, has collected $3,200 and still
owng the lot. This sort of fellow
geldom takes more than two or three
weeks to complete his work In one
given transaction, And he {5 ready
soon to repeal the work in another
section under another name,

“I nave Known some hard worklng
people, who having purchased
homes of the foregoing type on time
payments, and after investing their
life =avings in the venture, fall by
stress of circumstances to meel pay-
ments and becoming dlacouraged,
resort to arson jn a valn endeavor
to recover some nof the money they
had so faithfully invested.

“l know one poor fellow who,
having purchased a frame cotlags
on time payments in the suburbs of
a big city. and who kept up the pay-
menis religiously for five or six years
untll, because of Inszanitary condl-
tions his famlly was ravaged by
maularia, diptheria and typhold fg\'u'.
Thelr means were exhausted, When
his credit was gone in the neighbor-
hood he lost his position. Meantime
his eldest son died and his wife and
remaining ehildren went to live with
relatives in the country He finally
secured work in an adjoining town.
It prevented his getting to his home
oftener than once a month. Ha
valnly tried to either rent or to sell
The mortzage became
about due. He grew desperats.
Early one morning nelghbors found
the place afire. He attracted other
neighbors and the fire was extine
kuished. Investigation disclosed that

the house had been fired In seven

places, one fire being started just
behind the bed on which the owner
was supposed to have glept. The
use of a fire proof plaster had pre-
the spread of the fire and
The poor
fellow got nelther insurance nor
home. .

“Victims of clrcumstances such as
seldom succeed In bringing
The prac-

I know of an entiré fam=

successfully

“It pays to be a good llstener.”
“Yes. I know a good listener whe

draws a salary simply by being an
audlence while his boss tries out
funny stories on him."




